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Contrast in Venezuela 

Peaceful Election Campaign Reaches Climax 
Ten Years After Nixon’s Close Call 


By Drew Peterson 

A EEMARKABLE demon- 
stration of democracy takes 
place today as Venezuela 
elects a president. Eour can- 
didates are running in a hot 
campaign, Init there has been 
no "violence; And the man 
who wins — ^probably Gonzalo 
Barrios— will . assume office 
two months hence as peace- 
fully as Richard Nixon will 
take the o-ath on Jan. 20. 

The reasons why this is 
newsworthy are, first, be- 
cause it contrasts with mili- 
tary takeovers dn such power- 
ful countries as Peru, Argen- 
tina ' and earlier in Brazil, 
where democracy has been 
on the downgrade. Second, it 
contrasts with a long history 
of Venezuelan dictatorship. 
And finally, it contrasts with 
a notorious event ten years 
ago when the man who will 
soon become President of the 
United States, Richard 
Nixon, was almost kilied driv- 
ing from the airport to the 
American Embassy in Cara- 
cas. 

This was the blackest mark 
in Venezuela-United States 
relations and resulted partly 
from the fact that Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles 
bad praised the former Vene- 
zuelan dictator, Perez Jime- 
nez, as one of the great men 
of South An^erica and Presi- 
dent Eisenhower had 
awarded Perez Jimenez the 
Legion of Merit. Since 
hundreds of Venezuelans had 
been jailed by the hated 
Perez Jimenez, this struck a 
very sour note. 

NIXON, THEN Vice Presi- 
dent, paid an official visit to 
Caracas May 13, 1958, after 
the dictatorship had been 
overthrown and a caretaker 
government was in control. 
The Vice President had expe- 
rienced some trouble at San 
Marcos University in Peru, 
where students demonstrated 
against him, and Ambassador 
Edward Sparks in Venezuela 
had sent a message to Nixon 
advising him not to come; 
The temper of the populace. 


he warned, was not good. 

However, the Vice Presi- 
dent insisted on visiting Ven- 
ezuela and even ordered an 
open car to meet him at the 
airport. When Nixon saw the 
hostile crowd surrounding 
the airport, however, he 
acceded to Sparks’s advice 
and rode in a closed limou- 
sine. If he had not done so, 
he probably would not be 
alive today. 

Probably Nixon would have 


had no trouble had not it been 
for a truck carrying photogra- 
phers and TV cameramen 
which Nixon’s public relations 
experts insisted must precede 
his car in order to record his 
welcome. The truck made a 
speed of only 25 miles an 
hour, land at the crest of one 
‘hill slowed down almost to a 
walk, giving the crowd, a 
chance to 'converge on Nix- 
on’s car. 

The people rocked it back 
and forth and spat at the 
Vice President. The Secret 
Service guard sitting with 
Nixon started to draw his re- 
volver, but didn’t. Had he 
killed , any of the crowd, 'the 
Americans in the party would 
have been torn to pieces. 

Finally arriving at the 
American Embassy, very 
much shakeni Nixon ordered 
a, staff member to get the 
White House 'on the phone 
and urge that American 
troops be sent to Caracas im- 
mediately. Word of ithis left a 
very bad taste throughout 
I South America, and Venezue- 
lan leaders vowed that they 
would have fought guerrilla 
warfare if the Marines had 
landed. Fortunately, someone 
in' Washington realized this, 
and the Marines never got 
farther than San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

NIXON WENT through the 
Embassy luncheon, then ap- 
peared to be in a state of 
nervous collapse and went to 
his room, where he remained 
all afternoon. A state dinner 
in his ' honor 'that night was 
canceled. The Vice President 
had bread, cheese O'nd bour- 
bon sent up to his room. 

A vote was taken by top 
American officials as to 
whether the Vice President 
should go through with his 
visit next day n't return im- 
mediately 'to San Juan. A ma- 
jority voted that he should 
return. 

Plans were made to fly Mr. 
and Mrs. Nixon by helicopter 


from the American Embassy 
to a military airport, where 
he would emplane for Puerto 
Rico. Later that evening, 
however, Nixon recovered his 
equilibrium and was per- 
suaded by Eugenio Mendoza, 
a member of the interim gov- 
ernment, to remain. Next 
day, the main boulevard over 
which the Vice President was 
to travel was cleared of aR 
traffic and the remainder of 
his visit, went off without in- 
cident. 

This marked the low point 
of American-Venezuelan rela- 
tions. Since then two Vene- 
zuelan iwresidents have been 
chosen in free elections, Ro- 
mulo Betancourt and Raul 
Leoni. A third president will 
be elected today in a four- 
way race among Gonzalo Bar- 
rios, secretary general of the 
Democratic Action Party, 'the 
government party; Miguel 
Burelli Aivas of the Victory 
Front Party; Luis Beltran 
Prieto, who represents a 
group which has broken off 
from the Democratic Action 
Party, and Rafael Caldera of 
the Social Christians, a Cath- 
olic party representing the 
middle of the road. Oa'ldera, 
lan old friend of former Presi- 
dent 'Betancourt’s, has run 
strong in previous elections. 

Merry-GoJlound 

SAY'S COLUMNIST Ernest 
Cuneo: “If Nixon puts Wayne 
Morse and Joe Clark in his 
Cabinet, he’ll sure as hell 
need a psychiatrist.” . . . Sen. 
Everett Dirksen (R-IU.) 
'thought he had a deal with 
LB J to appoint his folend Al- 
bert Jenner of Chicago to the 
Supreme Court after Abe 
Fortas’s confirmation failed. 
But he ran up against Sen. 
Jim Eastland (D-Miss.), chair- 
man of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. Eastland said, in 
brief, “He’s not a Democrat. 
Let Nixon appoint him later.” 
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